
Excellence in Education ……………………………...Every Student…………………………………………………...Every Day 

Seasons Greetings, Happy Holidays, and a Merry Christmas to everyone. This time of year 
always brings reflection of the things that we are most thankful for. First and foremost, I am 
thankful for my family. My wife of 23 years, and my three children. I can’t imagine my life with-
out them.  I am also thankful for the opportunity that I get to live and work in our beautiful 
community of Powell. This district is like nothing I have ever been a part of. It is full of profes-
sionals that truly show up for students every day. I am thankful for my administrative team, 
and not only the expertise and experience they have, but their love of children, and their 
strong desire to always work hard to ensure our children get what they need. I am thankful for 
the many caring teachers we have that give so much of themselves and care deeply about 
the success of every child. I am thankful for the unsung heroes of the district, the secretaries, 
custodians, maintenance crew, business office, technology folks, bus drivers, cafeteria work-
ers, and para-educators. We truly couldn’t do it without you. Lastly, I am thankful for the best 
board of trustees that I have ever seen, let alone had the pleasure of working for. 

All that is to say just how thankful and proud I am to be a part of this very special district and 
community. I am blessed beyond words to GET to come to work here. I hope you all know 
how special Powell and PCSD1 really are. I know I do, and have promised myself to never 
take it for granted. Again, happy holidays to you all! - Mr. Jay Curtis  
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Local Dates To Remember 

PMS 7th Girls Basketball: Dec. 1 (9am) 

 PHS Band, Choir, & Guitar Concert: Dec. 3 /4 (7:30 pm) 

PMS Band & Choir Concert: Dec. 4 (7 pm) 

PS Christmas Program: Dec. 6 (7 pm) 

PHS JV & Varsity Boys Wrestling: Dec. 7 (1 pm) 

PHS Varsity Boys Swimming: Dec. 7 (5 pm) 

PHS JV & Varsity Boys Wrestling: Dec. 8 (9 am) 

PMS & PHS Jazz Concert: Dec. 10 (7 pm) 

PHS Freshman Girls Basketball: Dec. 11 (5 pm) 

School Board Meeting: Dec. 11 (7 pm) 

SS Christmas Program: Dec. 13 (6:45 pm) 

Clark Holiday Program: Dec. 18 (7 pm) 

 WS Christmas Program: Dec. 20 (6:45 pm) 

PHS JV Girls & Boys Basketball: Dec. 21 (4 pm) 

 PHS Varsity Girls & Boys Basketball: Dec. 21 (7 pm)  

December’s Student 
Recognition 

Kudos! 

Dawson George 

Westside Elementary School would 
like to honor Dawson George for his 
outstanding leadership in the class-

room and throughout the school. He is 
an incredible role model, leading by 
example through his efforts as our 
school's Student Council President 

and through his daily interactions with 
peers and staff. His positive attitude in 
displaying grit with his studies and his 

care and concern for others are      
contagious. 

Nomination & Article Credit: Angela Woyak 

December’s Staff Recognition!

Joyce Ruward 

PCSD#1 Executive  Administrative 
Assistant 

Recognizing 15 Years of Above & Beyond 
Service

“Getting to work with great staff, 
board members, and administration 
makes it easy to come to work! Alt-
hough, not every day is easy, if you 
wake up, put a smile on your face, 

and a positive attitude in your heart, 
the rest is easy.”  

Jim Gilman 

PCSD#1 Powell High School 
Art Teacher 

Recognizing 22 Years of Above & Beyond 
Service

“My favorite part of my job 
is problem solving with my 
students on our latest ad-

venture in art. There is 
nothing better than working 
as a team to create some-
thing greater than our ex-

pectations.”  

Ramona Frias 

PCSD#1 1st Grade Para-Professional & 
Bus Aide   

Recognizing  19 Years of Above & Beyond 
Service  

“The best part of my day is 
coming to work each morning 
and getting ready for the chal-

lenge.” 

Superintendents Message 
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Most of Santa’s reindeer have male 
sounding names, such as Dasher & Comet. 

However, male reindeers shed their 
antlers around Christmas, so the reindeer 
pulling Santa’s sleigh are likely not male, 

but female!  

Preparing for the holiday season often presents a dizzying array of de-
mands and loads extra stress. But dreading the holidays doesn’t make you 
a Scrooge; it makes you human. The good news: with some practical tips 
you can avoid being overwhelmed by all the emotions the holidays bring. 
Try these stress-survival strategies to help you dodge the seasonal blues 

and stay happy, healthy, & energized!  

 Forget perfection—Don’t obsess! The world will not end if the 
house is a little cluttered or if dinner is a few minutes late. 
Instead, try clearing your mind, slowing your breathing, restor-
ing your inner calm, and focusing your energy on enjoying the 
people around you.  

 Fit in exercise—It may be the last thing you want to do but 
hitting the gym or just going for a walk can make you feel 
better!  

 Don’t overschedule—It’s okay to say no! Overscheduling can 
make you resentful and add to your stress levels! Friends, 
family, and colleagues will understand if you can't fit in every 
project or activity.  

 Think Positive—Having an optimistic outlook will help you cope 
with any challenge that comes your way!  

 Turn up the holiday tunes—Research 
from the University of Maryland shows 
that hearing music you love can relax 
blood vessels and increase blood flow. 
This not only helps to calm you down 
but is also good for your heart!  

 Reach out—If you feel lonely or isolat-
ed, seek out someone you trust! Allow-
ing others to be there for you can often 
be a wonderful gift to them!  

Gloria Randall has dedicated 37 years to PCSD1 as the school district 
accountant and has worked with seven different superintendents. A 
vital position to the school district, the district accountant is responsi-
ble for not only paying the districts utility bills but is also responsible 
for verifying purchase orders, entering payroll, overseeing activity 
funds, filing the districts taxes, and ensuring healthcare protocols and 
services are adequately followed & offered to PCSD1 employees who 
are eligible. Gloria says this is one of her favorite parts of her job, “I 
get to meet everyone who works in the district, including substitutes.”  

As the district accountant, Gloria has many responsibilities & dead-
lines to meet. Gloria memorizes & uses over 300 budget codes! 
These codes help her compile multiple reports and state audits, a 
time consuming process requiring multiple hours per report. While it 
seems like a lot of time, Gloria recalls having to complete these 
reports by hand before the school district had computers and software 
programs that make this process easier.  

In the past, Gloria completed all reports and audits by 
hand. Gloria then input the data into a visible records 
computer, a machine based on punch card input and a 
magnetic strip ledger. Visible records computers were 
massive, the computer filled an entire room by itself it 
was so large! Data was stored on data cartridges that 
looked like cylinder discs. The data storage process 
took hours to complete and was very tedious!  

Today, Gloria completes additional training that allows her to use 
advanced accounting software to complete reports and audits for 
PCSD1. “Learning new technology is always a challenge, but compil-
ing reports are easier using the new technology”, says Gloria.  

While technology over the past 37 years has rapidly changed, the 
importance and need for a district accountant has not. Thank you 
Gloria for your continued above & beyond service!  

Data Cartridge  

IBM Visible Records Computer used in the past. 

Data storage discs used in the past to store data. 
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Each month Southside teachers select two award recipients, one 
for academic achievement and the other for effort. Students 
assemble in the gym where music will be blaring with a heavy 
base beat and students and teachers can be seen clapping to 
the music, dancing, and swaying in their seats.  The awards 
assembly starts with Mr. Schiller hollering, “Hey good lookin'!” 
and the students hollering back, “What ya got cookin?!” (It’s 
still a mystery where those two phrases came from and why 
Mr. Schiller is so fond of them!) Then a 5th grade student 
leads everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance, followed by Mr. 
Schiller selecting three students to suggest a celebration clap 
for the assembly.   

Once all of that is done, the assembly begins. Mr. Schiller will 
call the students to  assemble at the end of the red car-
pet.  Mr. Schiller then calls each of them down the red carpet 
one by one and they are met by a Student Leadership Team 
member who celebrates their achievement and reads off a 
pretty spectacular paragraph outlining why they are being 
recognized.  Some teachers are pretty creative in their descrip-
tions and words.  Mrs. Cox is notorious for trying to tongue tie 
Mr. Schiller by writing about her special students using the 
voice of Dr. Seuss.  Mr. Browning’s writing is usually full of 
creative adjectives and phrases to describe the student!  All of 
our teachers focus on the student, their achievement and 
special interests!  After one group of students is done being 
recognized they assemble for a picture and their parents can 
congratulate them on their big award.   

By the way, students don’t know they will be receiv-
ing an awards until they see their parents at the 
assembly—it’s a secret!! One student was once so 
surprised that when Mr. Schiller called out his name 
he exclaimed, "HEY! THAT’S ME!!" 

Between recognitions, if time allows, Mr. Wisniewski 
and Mrs. Sears often help the kids take a movement 
break by leading them in an informal line dance or 
even a class dance-off!  Before students leave, Mrs. 
Pindell will bring the big box of SUNSHINE SMILES 
out and hold the exciting Positive Behavior Interven-
tion Support or PBIS Drawings for class prizes.  Mrs. 
Pindell makes quite a game of it and builds up the 
anticipation to a frenzy and will finally announce the 
winner of an extra recess or more computer time or 
even a ...Pajama Day!  Mrs. Pindell will often include 
a quick talk or review about school expectations:  BE 
SAFE, BE RESPECTFUL, and BE RESPONSIBLE!  At the 
end of the awards assembly, the students are again 
met with pop music hits as they exit the gym and 
return to their classrooms.  Something that is new to 
Southside this year is splitting the awards assembly 
into two smaller assemblies, K-2 and 3-5.   

Article & Photo Credit: Scott Schiller  

Pictured: PMS 7th Grade Band  

Nearly everyone enjoys music which makes PCSD#1’s music program an enjoyable co-
curricular subject for students! Music programs are beneficial to students in many ways that 

include helping students develop areas in their brains that are related to language and reasoning.  

The band motto: “Don’t be satisfied with mediocrity.” A great motto that encourages students to 
create good work instead of mediocre work, a skill that students can apply to any subject in 

school! The facts are in and students involved in music education programs have higher SAT & 
ACT scores as well as increased hand-eye coordination. Just like sports, children can develop 
better motor skills when playing music! Band students are also eligible to apply for numerous 
music education scholarships that can be used to continue their education throughout college!  

PCSD#1’s band or music program is taught by Mr. Fabela, a Powell native who’s been playing 
trumpet for over 40 years! Mr. Fabela has been teaching music education to students for over 32 

years and holds a master’s degree in music education. Mr. Fabela can play every instrument 
and often engages directly with students during class. “I’ve always known this is what I wanted to 
do,” says Mr. Fabela who was inspired to become a music education teacher by his own band 

teacher during his school years. Like his own band teacher, Mr. Fabela hopes to inspire PCSD1 
students and would like to see more students participating in PCSD1’s music education pro-

grams in the future.  

Students typically start band in sixth grade but can start later in their academic years, if they are 
determined and work hard! Although renting instruments can be expensive, the Powell Music 
Booster can help with these costs! This year, students made over $19,000 in cookie dough 
sales! $4,000 will be set aside specifically to help student’s and their families with additional 
enrichment costs, like the cost of attending band camps or special trips the band takes with 

students. In the past, band students have traveled to Philadelphia for All-State Marching Band.  
Next summer, Mr. Fabela will be traveling with band students to Europe! Opportunities made 
possible to PCSD1 students through additional funding provided by the Powell Music Booster.  

If you would like to contribute or donate to this fund and continue creating opportunities for PCSD1 band students please 
contact Mr. Fabela at the high school or middle school. 

Pictured: PMS 8th Grade Band 
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PHS 2018/2019 Speech & Debate Team 

Forensics or Speech & Debate is just one of the many activities offered to PHS 
students. Forensic speech is the study & practice of public speaking and/or debate 
where individual students or a team of students work to entertain, convince, or 
inform a judge or audience. Speech & debate students enter a range of speech & 
debate categories that include commentary, dramatic/duo/humorous interpretation, 
expository, informative speaking, oratory, poetry, & cross-examination.  

With a broad range of categories to enter, speech & debate is an activity that allows 
students the opportunity to be creative and self-expressive. Often working with 
topics that are personal, many students bring awareness to societal problems that 
are sometimes controversial. The process helps build students confidence & ac-
ceptance towards others. Student Duncan Bond says, “speech & debate is the 
most open and accepting community in the entire high school.”   

Coach Nicole Maier-Reitz says, “I always learn something new from my students, I 
love seeing them take the risk to do their event. I get to see a lot of students open-
up and work through their fears.”  

Dedicated and passionate, speech & debate students practice four times a week 
after school but their projects often require much more of their time outside of 
practice. Researching & synthesizing over 300 pages 
and/or memorizing pieces, advanced critical thinking & 
analytical skills are required to be successful in this 
activity. Because students are judged on appearance, 
how well they address the audience both verbally and 
non-verbally, and mannerism, students also develop an 
advanced range of skills they will continuously utilize 
throughout their lifetime.  

“Hanging out with the team is always lots of fun, the team has 
lots of chemistry,” says student Nick Fulton. This year, approxi-
mately 25 PMS students hope to bring back the state champi-
onship award to Powell! The team is currently preparing for their 
next conference in Thermopolis.  

Be on the lookout for upcoming Speech & Debate fundrais-
ers that will help the team purchase team t-shirts and send 
PMS students to nationals in Dallas, TX.  

Co-Captains Aiden Hunt &  

Shaelynn Theriault 

The School District houses an account called the Shopko       

Account. This account is utilized by all schools to provide emer-

gency, one-time use funds to help our students and is based 

entirely on donations. Account funds have purchased everything 

from toothpaste to an overnight stay in a hotel.  If you are inter-

ested in contributing to this account, please contact Alison Pin-

dell (Southside Elementary School Social Worker) or Gloria Ran-

dall. We would greatly appreciate any support received as we 

strive to meet the needs of our students. Thank you!  

Powell Middle School 7th & 8th grade choirs  work on developing music skills 
using their voice. 

In Choir, students develop various music skills including learning the names of 
notes, music symbols, kind of notes,  dynamics, tempo, beat, & etc. The choir 
members periodically use  solfege which is a music education method used to 

teach pitch and sight singing.   

Choir  students will apply this knowledge to the music we learn and perform for our 
quarterly concerts. The music department looks at concerts as a common assess-

ment. Most of the music sung by the choir students is music they don’t know 
because it is hard to learn harmony parts to music we hear on the radio.  We try to 
expose students to different types of music including classical, pop, musicals, and 

even some music with Latin words! 

Most importantly is what the music brings to the individual student.  Choir allows 
the student to express themselves with their voice in collaboration with their peers. 

Article Credit:  John Miller 

Top Photo: 8th Grade Choir  
Bottom Photo: 7th Grade Choir  

Physical education classes and physical activity time is 
much more than rolling out a ball and letting kids play. 
Research shows that physical fitness is not only one of 
the most important keys to a healthy body, but  is also 
the basis of dynamic and creative intellectual activity!  
 
Physical education teachers help prepare students for 
optimal learning by teaching students lifetime healthy 
habits and PCSD1 physical education teachers are 
among some of the best in the state! The Wyoming 
Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation, 
& Dance (WAHPERD) proudly presented PCSD1 physi-
cal education teachers, Luke Robertson & Charli Fluty, 
the Marburger-Gates Young Professional Award. The 
award honors teachers under 36 years of age with less 
than 10 years experience who have implemented suc-
cessful physical education curriculum and instruction in 
their school. Thank you for your outstanding service to 
PCSD1 and our students! Congratulations!  
 

Congratulations Luke Robertson, 

Westside PE Teacher & Charli 

Fluty, PHS PE Teacher. 

Photo Credit: WAHPERD 
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